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Dear Friends,
Our New Year Appeal is addressing a very sensitive problem which has been
worrying SPANA staff and Trustees visiting all our countries, and particularly
Mauritania: the age-old, senseless practice of beating donkeys. In order to
tackle this problem, we are launching a campaign aimed at raising the
awareness of animal owners, using educational material to teach them how to
steer their donkeys with proper harnessing and head collars, thus avoiding the
need to beat them.

During the war in Lebanon last August, we responded immediately to the
emergency call from our Director in Syria, Darem Tabaa, and sent the necessary
supplies to the animals caught in the conflict, thus helping the stricken families
who are utterly dependent on them. Coincidentally, our Chief Executive, Jeremy
Hulme, relates his visit to the Imperial War Museum in London which is currently
holding an exhibition entitled The Animals’ War.

The Education Bus arrived in Tunis during the summer and Jeremy Hulme and I
were present at its official launch in September. The bus left straight away to
spend the winter touring the schools in the South, and we shall keep you posted
as the education programme develops.

Our team in Mali has sent a comprehensive report on the Paravet project in
Timbouctou, highlighting the positive impact it has had, not only on the paravets
themselves, but also on the local people who greatly benefit from it.

The Supporters’ Tour is on in Morocco in May – book early to avoid
disappointment! Walks Worldwide, who are organising the tour again, are to be
commended for their generosity towards SPANA.

My very best wishes to you all for a happy and peaceful 2007!

Odile Slynn, Editor in Chief 
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Appeal – Donkeys 
in Mauritania



These beatings are not malicious – the
drivers come from the poorest levels of
society and often struggle to make a
meagre living to support themselves and
their families. Many have received no
education on how to care for their
animals properly.

On my numerous visits to Mauritania, 
I have seen many animals with terrible
injuries resulting from this horrendous
treatment. Abscesses and infected
wounds are common. We have worked 
in Mauritania for five years, and over that
time, Ahmed Baba, a SPANA extension
officer and teacher, has travelled with 
our mobile clinics, doing his best to
improve standards of animal care and
persuade people not to hit their donkeys.
The problem is simply too great for one
man to deal with alone. 

So, this year, SPANA is launching a
campaign to put an end to the ingrained
practice of beating.

As part of this initiative, we want to
produce posters to display at our animal
hospital and on our mobile clinic, as well
as leaflets to distribute to the drivers, to
raise awareness about this issue. We also
intend to produce a TV sketch and radio
series that will be broadcast nationally,
so that we can start changing attitudes
towards the donkeys of Mauritania.

As well as this educational approach,

we plan to take practical action to
overcome the issue of how to steer 
these donkeys: we shall distribute new
harnessing and head collars, and run
training courses to teach people how 
to make their own equipment. They will
then have no excuse for beating the
heads of their donkeys.

We also plan to introduce a Best Kept
Donkey and Cart competition, to instil
pride in the owners who treat their
animals well, and to inspire others to 
do the same. 

Through these proactive initiatives, 
not only do we aim to teach owners 
and drivers to avoid beating their
donkeys, but we also hope to promote
kindness and responsibility towards 
all animals.

We need to raise £25,000 to launch 
this vital campaign to stop animals
suffering needlessly. Please give
generously, and help us make the
beating of working donkeys in
Mauritania a thing of the past.

Jeremy Hulme

In Nouakchott, the capital of Mauritania in West Africa, donkeys work long, hard days, pulling carts laden with tanks 
of water to be sold around the town. In order to sell as much water as possible, the drivers of these carts beat their
donkeys with heavy sticks to make them go faster, and – since they lack proper harnessing – they steer their donkeys
by striking them on the side of the head with these sticks.
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STOP THE BEATING of donkeys in Mauritania

Money raised from this appeal will be used to fund this campaign until we reach our target. Any additional funds raised will be
used to support our core work in Africa and the Middle East.

Drivers beat their donkeys with heavy sticks to make them go faster

SPANA vet, Professor Ouassat, treats an 
injured donkey



During the summer of 2006, many SPANA supporters
contacted us asking for information about animals caught up
in the fighting taking place in Lebanon. We had been keeping
in close contact with our office in neighbouring Syria, and
their updates were giving us a clear idea of the problems. 

On Friday August 18, we received a call from our country
Director in Syria, Dr Darem Tabaa. Two of his former veterinary
students, now working in Lebanon, had made a plea to 
SPANA for aid and assistance so that they could treat some 
of the working animals affected by the conflict. Darem had 
leapt into action, and even by the time he had made his phone
call to us, a SPANA vehicle was being laden with veterinary
supplies and concentrated animal feed, ready to cross the
border into Lebanon. 

Darem explained that the veterinary team would be operating
in two rural areas of South-East Lebanon – Nabatiyeh and
Marjayoun – in and around the villages of Kefer Tibneet, Arnoon
and Yahmor. Having been given the go-ahead, the vehicle
slipped across the border into Lebanon the same evening, and
early the next day, a SPANA team, along with the two Lebanese
vets, was hard at work.

Plans were made to repeat the exercise if the situation
prevented the people of the region returning to their homes, but
within days a ceasefire saw a degree of normality once again.

LEBANON
SPANA Provides Relief to Working Animals
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SPANA Chief Executive, Jeremy Hulme, said:

“Initial reports to us suggested that there were a number
of animals with conflict-related injuries in the region.We
also heard that some of the cattle had mastitis from not
having been milked for as long as 30 days, since their
owners had fled their farms to avoid the conflict. Like
many of the places in which we work, this is a very rural
area, where communities and families are dependent on
their animals for a livelihood.”

The SPANA relief truck loaded with animal feed before its journey into Lebanon A member of the SPANA veterinary team
with a grateful farmer

The SPANA team give a donkey the all-clear

An injured cow is treated by SPANA vets in South Lebanon



The first requirement was to find a
vehicle with a left-hand drive. An army-
surplus bus – in good condition and with
a low mileage – was located in Germany
and brought to the UK for refurbishment.
All the seats had to be taken out, an
electrical system put in, window blinds
fitted, storage space constructed, and
projectors and screens for the video
presentations installed. Huge floor-to-
ceiling presentation boards were created
(with text in Arabic), together with
interactive displays and rear-lit pictures.
The exhibition includes a full-size model
of a donkey in a stable, a pond with 
a pump and waterfall, and six back-lit
models of places where animals should
be kept.

It was like meeting an old friend again,
to see the bus all set up and waiting in a
Park in Sidi Bou Said, just outside Tunis,
for the opening ceremony in September,
performed by the Minister for the
Environment, Dr Nadhir Hamada. 
He seemed very impressed with the
interactive displays and materials inside 
– so impressed, in fact, that he asked if
there was any chance of having two or
three more!

Accompanying the bus around Tunisia
will be a large tent with portable seating,
so that film and slide shows can be
shown. The film, which promotes respect
and understanding of animals, is called
Share the World and has an Arabic
commentary. Together with the other

videos and leaflets, it will be a useful
addition to the bus’s education materials.
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Tunisia Bus 

Getting straight to the point …
We should like to thank all the people who responded
to our request for pencils in the last edition of SPANA
News. We have received many packets of coloured
pencils – and lead pencils too. Some even had ‘SPANA
2006’ printed on them. There is also a small collection
of rubbers and sharpeners. Thank you so much for
such a magnificent response. 

After all the months of planning, designing and refurbishing, our education bus has finally arrived in Tunisia. It’s been 
a long haul, but worth the wait – and it’s a tribute to what our supporters will do to help us to educate the children –
the animal owners of the future – in the countries in which we work.When we appealed for donations to buy and fit
out a bus which could be used as a mobile exhibition, we raised the remarkable sum of nearly £73,000 – for which we
were immensely grateful.

The education bus is spending 
the winter touring around 
the schools and villages in 
the southern part of Tunisia,
near our clinic in Kebili, before
coming back north again in the
spring.This is a completely new
project, so its performance and
impact will be monitored with
great interest.
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The therapeutic effect of animals...
on children traumatised by war…

…and on orphans Recently, SPANA teamed up with a society that cares 
for orphaned children – SOS Children’s Villages – and
invited them to visit the Educational Animal Centre in
Amman, Jordan. The children were not there just to look at
the animals, but they were expected to help with the daily
chores at the Centre – feeding, grooming and cleaning out.
“It’s very important for the children to come here and work
with their hands, as opposed to us talking to them about
the way we should treat animals,” explained Dr Ghazi,
SPANA’s Director in Jordan. “The programme affects their
attitudes in a positive way. It teaches them how to interact
with animals when they go back to their own community
and it helps the animals here because they enjoy having
human company.”

In this newly set up scheme, a group of SOS children
volunteer to visit the Centre once a week. Mr Amr Khalil, 
the assistant director of the SOS village in Amman says 
the programme not only allows them to have fun playing 
with the animals, but teaches them how to care for other
living things. “They need to see how animals depend on 
us and the best way for them to learn that is to come here
and take care of these animals themselves.”

As in Syria, it will be interesting in the future to study the
long-term effect that handling animals has on disturbed
children, and it’s nice to think that SPANA is able to help 
in a practical way. 

Many psychologists and educationalists firmly believe 
that having a close relationship with an animal can have 
a beneficial effect on a child, and scientific studies have
helped prove this to be correct. This is particularly important
for children who are involved with family breakdown, stress
and war, so imagine a kindergarten school situated in the
Golan Heights, close to the Syrian border with Israel! The
children in this vulnerable area have to walk past military
installations, gun positions and tanks as they make their 
way to school every day. What the long-term effect will 
be on these children, nobody yet knows.

The school itself is a haven of tranquillity – light, airy
classrooms, an abundance of equipment and a large, securely
fenced garden, which SPANA has helped to create. Lessons
and games take place outside whenever possible, underneath
large, shady umbrellas. When we visited, the children had been
asked to pick some of the daisies growing in the grass and
stick them on to pieces of paper to form pictures or patterns. 

Several animals are keeping watchful eyes on the children 
as they work: SPANA has built special pens and cages
enabling the children to have as close a contact as possible
with them. Chickens supply fresh eggs every day, a cow is 
kept for her milk, and some sheep, a donkey and some rabbits
can be handled by the children who really enjoy having the
animals around. Children from a kindergarten in the Golan Heights

Children having fun with a donkey at the Educational Animal Centre in Amman



After months of drawing up plans,
waiting for permission and getting
agreements signed, work has at last
started on the three classrooms
destined to house SPANA’s
education programme in Ethiopia. 
It is planned that the three new

classrooms will benefit each school
by providing extra accommodation
for some science lessons, but, more
importantly, they will provide centres
for learning about animal related
issues and a place where school
children and local animal owners can
go to find answers to any animal
related questions they may have.

Not only will the classrooms 
have games and visual aids to help
make the lessons memorable and 
fun, but each one will house a small
collection of books so that children
and local animal owners can be
invited in to use the facilities at 
every suitable opportunity. 

Six teachers have been identified, 
and they recently attended a course 

at the Veterinary Faculty at Debre 
Zeit. It will be their job to motivate 
and inspire children to learn as much
as possible about the fascinating
animals in their country.

Tartous – what better place for an Education Centre, on a
lush, green hillside and within sight of the Mediterranean Sea?
When the SPANA team from London visited it in May, the
garden was a real treat for the eyes: flowers everywhere, birds
nesting and the pond providing a healthy breeding place for
many amphibians in the area.

Three schools were visiting on that day. The first one was a
group of baccalaureate students who were fascinated by the
pond, and held animated discussions about life underwater and
the problems of pollution. The pupils in the second group were
also from a local school in Tartous, and they had come to see
the donkey, the sheep, the rabbits and chickens. One little girl,
who keeps rabbits in her home, proudly gave a demonstration
on how to pick up and handle a rabbit. She was a little
surprised to find the SPANA rabbit so large and heavy!

Two teachers accompanied a group of very young children
from a local convent school. The two nuns, who had already

visited the Centre once before, were delighted that SPANA is
providing lessons about animals, as they believe this is one of
the best ways to teach children about responsibility and caring
for others.
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Syria The Education Centre at Tartous

New Classrooms for Ethiopia

Children visiting the Education Centre at Tartous

A young girl shows how to handle a rabbit

Teachers attending a course at the Veterinary
Faculty at Debre Zeit

One little girl, who keeps
rabbits in her home, proudly
gave a demonstration on 
how to pick up and handle 
a rabbit. She was a little
surprised to find the SPANA
rabbit so large and heavy!

With species such as the Gelada
Baboon and the Walia Ibex,
whose numbers continue to
decline, it is vital that children
know and understand the need
to preserve these endangered
species before it is too late and
they are gone forever.
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Prof Derek Knottenbelt was a 
member of the SPANA contingent, 
and gave a very enthusiastic report 
on the proceedings:

“It was far and away the best
colloquium, for a lot of reasons. It 
was extremely well organised and very
conducive towards relaxing and having 
a good, constructive time. 

The problems of individual countries
were highlighted – the successes and 
the struggles. SPANA was very well
represented, focusing on the need to
weld the human/animal bond better. The
mutual dependence between people and
their animals is a very important aspect
of the work of any charity involved with
working animals. Equally important is the

need to provide quality veterinary care,
albeit there is a limit to the numbers of
animals that we can help. There are
hundreds of millions of animals across
the world, and 99% of them would
benefit from some sort of veterinary
input, either preventive or therapeutic.
There’s no way that we’re ever going 
to overcome the whole issue, however
we have to reconcile ourselves to the 
fact that animal welfare issues will
continue to be important as long as 
there are animals.

“It’s an enormous problem which we
can start to solve by education, and
SPANA is doing remarkable things in this
respect. We could do more if we put in
more resources. The only way to

eradicate the problems relating to 
animal welfare is to start with the 
children – helping to create empathy
between them and their animals and 
to educate the children on how to care
for them. There is a great deal of
ignorance amongst the owners of these
animals – these people just don’t know
any alternative – so we need to get their
communities involved as well, and then
to educate the educators – the vets 
on the ground – and to provide
continuing professional development.
SPANA does all of these things
exceptionally well – they are the 
three main tenets of our behaviour
pattern – we’ve already proved that 
they work”.

Every four years, an international colloquium on working animals is attended by the UK’s four Working Animal Charities
– SPANA, The Brooke, The Donkey Sanctuary and the ILPH.The 5th International Colloquium was held in Addis Ababa
in November last year. Organised by The Donkey Sanctuary, its theme was The Future of Working Animals.

The Future of Working Animals

A hard-working donkey in the Rift Valley, Ethiopia

SPANA Education Director, Diana HulmeThe SPANA team
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Traumatic conditions and foreign bodies in the eye are
probably the most common causes of eye problems
presented to SPANA staff overseas. Because of the working
conditions of many of the equines we deal with (pulling carts
beside dusty roads, standing in dirty souks, carrying rubbish
onto tips, harvesting and other agricultural work), bits of straw
and dust frequently get into the eyes. Much of the harnessing
– poorly maintained and repaired with bits of wire – is also the
cause of injury to eyes. The use of sticks or whips to speed
up the animal also takes its toll, as well as the occasional
child throwing stones!

Unfortunately, many owners do not bring their
animal with a “watery” or white eye to us until
the damage is already too far gone to be
rectified. Although we can relieve the pain and
try to treat any secondary infection, the animal
may lose the use of the eye. Therefore SPANA
staff must concentrate on educating owners
about keeping their horses’ eyes clean,
checking them twice daily and bringing
problems to us quickly; but also teach them
about good harnessing and alternatives to
sticks and whips.

Habronemiasis, due to a parasitic worm 
and spread by flies, is a problem seen commonly in SPANA
countries. The ophthalmic form of the disease causes lots of
tear production and often deep ulcerations below the eye. We
can treat this condition, using a drug which kills the worms, and
also by anti-inflammatory medicines.

Bacterial infection can be a secondary problem to something
else causing trauma to the conjunctiva or cornea, and
conjunctivitis is frequently observed. It is important to identify

the problem before starting the treatment, especially when the
infection is superficial or causing ulceration to the cornea.
Regular cleaning/flushing of the eye with sterile saline, plus
application of the appropriate antibiotic, and possibly anti-
inflammatory, ointment is the usual treatment in the field.

Epizootic lymphangitis, a fungal disease encountered in
Ethiopia, can sometimes affect the eyes, and is treated with 
the same drugs as used for the general form of this disease.
Sarcoids (a skin tumour affecting equines) may be seen around
the eyes and are a considerable treatment problem.

Trauma, infection with bacteria, viruses, parasites or fungi, as well as neoplasia (tumours) can all be causes that affect
the eyes of an equine, either alone or in combination. Because of the complexity of the eye as an organ, and because
eyes are so important to the working life of an animal, it is much better to try and prevent problems rather than to
treat them.

The importance 
of healthy eyes 
to working animals

Dusty roads constitute a hazard to eyes

Straw and dust frequently get into the eyes of the animals in the souks



EL, a highly contagious, widespread
fungal disease, causing ulcers over 
the body, is the biggest problem we
face in Ethiopia. We can deal with
affected horses reasonably well, albeit
with old fashioned drugs, as long 
as the horse is brought to us early
enough. We have been treating 
animals as best we can in the five
towns where SPANA started work, 
and we have held workshops for 
the carthorse owners to provide
information about the disease and 
how to prevent it.

There is also the problem of very
severely affected animals being
abandoned when they can no 
longer work. These animals roam 
the streets of the towns until they
eventually succumb to a road accident
or to hyaenas at night. This represents
a big welfare problem, and these
animals are also a source of infection
for other horses. Our staff in Ethiopia
have been working hard to secure
agreements with local authorities 
in the towns to support us when we
humanely euthanase abandoned and

hopelessly, sick and suffering animals.
There are no enforced national 
laws protecting animals in Ethiopia,
and taking away a supposedly
abandoned animal from the street
usually results in an “owner” turning 
up and demanding compensation; 
so we need these agreements. 
Along with our new vehicle, they 
mean we can stop the suffering of
these abandoned animals immediately
by humane euthanasia, and transport
them to a safe burial are a where they
are no longer a disease risk to others.
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Donyaepa, a project in northern Ghana, has been 
benefiting from a two year grant from SPANA through 
its Outreach Programme. 

The second year of the project concentrated on carrying 
out intensive education on the provision of sound shelter,
security, proper feeding and water supply to working animals 
in the district.

The organisation has succeeded in changing the attitudes 
of owners of working animals, despite their resources being
very stretched, to cover the area. At the end of September
2006, Amadu Hudu, Donyaepa Executive Director, sent us the
final report. More than 600 owners have benefited from the
education project, in 25 communities. The project evaluation
showed that between 5 and 7 out of every 10 people in each
community now understand the significance of respecting the
animals, providing proper feed and shelter and getting
treatment for them when they are sick.

Owners are now better at closely checking on their animals 
in the morning and evening, and contacting animal health
professionals early if they spot any problems. They have 
also been taught about basic first aid for their animals.

In summary, the project has also helped to raise the 
socio-economic and cultural status of owners and families 
of working animals.

Amadu Hudu, Donyaepa Executive Director

Ghana Outreach Project

Second Mobile Clinic for Ethiopia
Last year, SPANA launched a very
successful appeal to raise funds for 
a second vehicle for our operation in
Ethiopia.Thanks to the generosity of
SPANA supporters, a brand new, fitted
out pick up vehicle, with a team of a
technician, an assistant and a driver, is
currently helping to reduce the suffering
caused by Epizootic Lymphangitis (EL)
among taxi horses.

Mr Amadu Hudu advising a young owner 
on maintaining his donkey in good health
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Taounate is a town situated in the
foothills of the Rif mountains in northern
Morocco, and donkeys and mules 
are an essential part of life in this
agricultural region. A young Moroccan
vet student, Bakoury Brahim, from
Tanouate, who had completed his
practical training at the Khemisett
refuge and profited from the skills and
enthusiasm of the staff, was keen that
his hometown might also benefit.

SPANA Morocco received a request to
visit the region for three days in March to
advise owners on the care of their

animals and offer treatment to those in
need. A programme of activities for the
local schoolchildren was also organised.

The team from Khemisett, assisted 
by Bakoury Brahim, were kept fully
occupied, working in three of the regions
surrounding Taounate and treating 417
animals, mostly mules and donkeys.
They dealt with internal parasites,
wounds, abscesses and dental disease 
– the typical lot of the working animal!

Great interest was shown in the SPANA
bits and hobbles distributed, followed by
a discussion on their use and how to

make them. Any animal with signs 
of back sores received a protective
“doughnut” for the wound and advice 
on how to repair and clean the saddle. 

Activities were organised for the
children in three local state schools. Over
500 youngsters between the ages of 8
and 17 participated and learnt something
about the care of their environment and
the needs of the animals within it. The
SPANA vet, Dr Lotvi, had arranged with
the local teaching staff to use the SPANA
stories and information sheets that were
donated for the school libraries. 

A SPANA Day in the Middle Atlas

Hopefully our team’s enthusiasm, along with the
pictures and posters left behind, will sow some
seeds of understanding in the minds of the next
generation of animal owners.

The Khemisset team at work Dr Lotvi talks to an enthusiastic group of youngsters

Bobbi Sandwich – and cat – with Dr Lotvi and two of the children 
who attended the SPANA Day 

Last spring, HQ SPANA Morocco received a call from Bobbi
Sandwich, an American Peace Corps Volunteer working in the 
village of Idissane, in the Tazekka National Park, a remote area of 
the Middle Atlas. Far from the road or any town, the villagers had no
access to veterinary care or advice, so Bobbi contacted SPANA and,
with the co-operation of the villagers, organised a “SPANA Day”. She
invited animal owners from her area, representatives of other local
communities, and their Peace Corps Volunteers. The aim of the day
was to treat animals and to pass on basic skills to help with their
future care and welfare.

On July 1st, a team set out from our Khemisett refuge with a stock 
of basic veterinary supplies and wormers, replacement bits, ‘kind’
hobbles and ‘doughnuts’ – protectors for back wounds. A supply of
SPANA Morocco’s educational materials and colourful posters was 
also included.

The next morning, Dr Lotvi and the SPANA team set about treating
animals and explaining the basics of good wound care and prevention.
Old nylon hobbles were removed and exchanged for the soft broad
cotton design. The American volunteers were shown how to use the
hobbles and how to make them. Like the ‘doughnuts’, this was
something the animal owners (or their wives!) could make in the 
future to prevent injuries.

After a discussion on internal parasites and the use of ‘wormers’, 
all of the animals received a treatment. Our humane bits were also
distributed – a design that can be copied by the local metal workers.

Later on, Dr Lotvi engaged some local youngsters in a discussion 
about the way we should care for our animals and their environment.

MOROCCO Three days in the foothills of the Rif



“I’m proud to have a job to do!” says
Moulaye Ould Moulaye from Teherjé, 
a settlement of people of Moorish
extraction on the bank of the Niger
River, which is some 50km east of
Timbouctou – the site of the nearest
veterinary service.

Moulaye works as a paraveterinary
assistant, treating donkeys, sheep, 
goats and some cattle and camels – 
all belonging to the local community, 
for whom they are the main source of
livelihood. Until Moulaye began offering
support veterinary services, few
herdsmen had ever encountered a vet,
unless they were sufficiently well-off to
possess cattle, for which the
Government organises vaccination
campaigns. For many in the community,
it came as a surprise to realise that 
any care is available for donkeys and
smaller animals!

The paravet training has been provided
by a SPANA project as a means of
offering preventive care to the animals 
of small herders. Moulaye has also been
taught to clean and dress wounds and 
to recognise certain conditions, seeking
advice from the regional veterinary
service and proposing treatment, when
possible, without direct intervention by 
a vet.

Initially, SPANA began this training in
1999, as a way of re-settling ex-
combatants involved in the civil
disturbance caused by the conflicting
interests of nomad herders and
agriculturalist groups, none of whom had
benefited adequately from the few
development initiatives in this remote
area of Mali. As the communities have
become accustomed to living together
again, it is clear that animals are of vital
economic importance and that all need
veterinary services. It is also the prime
way for both communities to accumulate
savings and improve their living
conditions. Trained two years ago,
Moulaye is already recognised by his
community as being particularly skilled
and enterprising in obtaining back-up
supplies and advice from the regional
veterinary director. He is the ideal person
to provide basic information about the
causes of animal infection and the ways
to avoid or control it. As a result, his
status in the community has risen, and
members readily accept paying a small
amount for his time and service, to
motivate him to spend time caring for the
community’s livestock.

Because Moulaye and several of the
other SPANA-trained paravets in the
region have shown how effectively they

can work, Dr Koné, the regional
veterinary service director, is now
including them in the teams that will
carry out a vaccination campaign 
to combat pulmonary pneumonia in
cattle. Without this cover on a national
scale, livestock may not be sold beyond
Mali’s borders.
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THE PARAVETS OF TIMBOUCTOU
Update on a project started by SPANA in Northern Mali in 1999

SPANA Director in Mali,
Dr Amadou Doumbia, is
impressed with Moulaye’s
performance as a vital
link between the regional
service and his own
community. In 2004, he
treated no less than
1,459 animals and is one
of the paravets who has
had most success in
following the technical
training he received, and
attracting the confidence
of his community.



The sedentary Commune of Tonka,
sited in a widespread area stretching
northwards from the Niger River, has a
well supplied market, but last year,
rainfall was generally low in Mali, forcing
up the price of cereals that are the basis
of all nutrition countrywide. The town had
the contradictory experience of seeing all
the usual produce on sale with market
traders, but being unable to pay the
inflated prices being charged for it! 

Tonka’s paravet, Mahamadou Traoré,
explained the consequences of this
dilemma for local livestock at a meeting
in the town hall, attended by SPANA, the
local development agency, the regional
veterinary director, the local Commune
councillors and members of the
herdsmen’s cooperative.

Mahamadou enjoyed the SPANA
training, particularly the part concerning
care of donkeys, as in Northern Mali,
these animals generally thrive without
special fodder or attention, and their
contribution to economic life is taken for
granted. Mahamadou took a close
interest in what Dr Doumbia taught his
group in Timbuctou concerning the care
of wounds and serious cases of fistulous
withers. Dr Doumbia was surprised to
find that Mahamadou had taken the
initiative to incise and disinfect several
cases of fistulous withers and they had a
long discussion on the most appropriate
treatment of this debilitating disease.

Mahamadou has the full support of his
Commune council, delighted with his

efforts, which supplement those of a
veterinary technician from the regional
service. The two men work together and
are supported by the veterinary service,
which has little if any equipment, while
the SPANA trained paravets have a kit of
small basic equipment and a basic stock
of pharmaceutical products. Mahamadou
has the advantage of being in his own
home town and having the immediate
confidence of the local population. He
has taken the initiative of talking about
his new service on the community radio,
to which everyone listens, and has no
difficulty in obtaining small payments for
his services, with the full approval of the
local council. During the latest SPANA
visit, the team was impressed by the
impact the new paravet has had in such
a short time, and hopes that he can soon
visit other villages of settled farmers in
the area.

www.spana.org field reports 13

SPANA’s training and support 
have changed Mahamadou’s life 
by giving him a new focus on the
community’s economic life and
providing him with status in the 
area as a result of his new function.
Echoing his counterpart in the
village of Teherjé, Mahamadou 
can also declare:“I’m proud to 
have a job to do!”

SPANA’s Veterinary Director, Karen Jones, with a group of paravets

Amadou teaching the paravets

Gentle hands for a kid 



In June, Dr Ian Dacre accompanied
Karen Jones, SPANA Veterinary 
Director, to Jordan for a two day 
course on equine dentistry. Dr Dacre 
is no stranger to SPANA, as he was 
our Technical Director in Morocco for
three years at the end of the 1990s. 
After completing his PhD in equine
dentistry at Edinburgh University, he 
is now employed as Lecturer in Equine
Health and Dentistry at Massey
University, New Zealand.

Our staff in Jordan, led by Dr Ghazi
Mustapha, includes three vets and six
technicians (of whom two are also farriers
and one a Master saddler). Horses and
donkeys admitted to the hospital are
routinely checked for dental conditions
and have their teeth rasped: dental
problems are common and can
contribute to weight loss and colic as
well as causing severe pain to the animal.
It was therefore felt that the staff would
benefit from a higher level of knowledge
of dentistry, and practical and
appropriate methods of treating 
dental conditions.

The first day of the course was held 

for SPANA technicians and vet 
students (a total of 12 people). 
The morning included lectures and
discussions on basic anatomy, the 
need for equine dentistry, equipment
used and basic pathology. In the
afternoon, participants were divided into
three groups and rotated through three
stations of practical work: anatomy,
handling and use of equipment, and
treatment of real cases in outpatient
horses. The second day had a similar
format, but the 25 participants were
SPANA vets, plus invited vets 
from the government vet service, private
practice, the Vet School, the military 
and the police, and the level of the
discussions was adjusted accordingly.

The chance to gain some hands-on
practical experience is one of the
advantages of these courses, especially
for the vet students and vets from the
government as it provides them with
confidence to use the equipment and
tackle difficult cases. Staff feedback on
the course was 100% positive; the only
negative comments were that the time
was too short!

Our thanks to the
generosity of SPANA
supporters, who
enabled us to carry
out such essential
work, including a
specific donation 
to help buy the
equipment, and to 
the Royal College of
Veterinary Surgeons
(RCVS) Trust who
funded the course.

JORDAN: Equine Dentistry Course
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SPANA has a strong commitment to improving the skills of its overseas vets and technicians, thereby assuring the
most appropriate care for the animals it treats. In many of its countries, SPANA has been carrying out Continuing
Professional Development Courses (CPD) using experts in their field to keep everyone up to date with new
developments in veterinary medicine and nursing care.



During his five days’ visit, Pr Knottenbelt
toured around SPANA clinics in the
central and northern regions of Tunisia to
inspect the work carried out by the local
vets and the technicians. He also visited
the cat neutering project in the tourist
hotels around Sousse. This involved
travelling considerable distances each
day, very early starts and temperatures 
in the 40s! With our vets and technicians,
he discussed in detail cases of wounds
and chronic lameness, respiratory
problems, parasitic skin disease and

colic, which are common occurrences, 
in small souks, rural villages and at the
centres. He was also able to suggest
simple improvements to wound
management regimes.

The CPD course took place on the 
final day of the visit, in Tunis. Twelve 
vets who work with SPANA attended,
some of whom had travelled 8 hours 
to get there. The head technicians 
from each SPANA clinic were also
present, as well as Pr Chabchoub,
Equine Lecturer from the Tunisian

Veterinary Faculty. 
Pr Knottenbelt gave presentations 

on skin disease and the management 
of chronic wounds. They were 
followed with much interest and gave 
rise to a great number of questions and
discussion. It was a rare occasion for 
all the SPANA vets to get together, and
provided a good opportunity to discuss
other issues, such as the availability 
of medicines. Pr Chabchoub also
presented some of his research on
equine respiratory disease in Tunisia.
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TUNISIA: CPD course
In July 2006, Professor Derek Knottenbelt was the main speaker for the final Continuing Professional Development
(CPD) course in Tunisia, funded by the RCVS Trust.

Former Treasurer visits Kasserine 
John Copper’s involvement with SPANA goes back a
number of years, first as a supporter and then as Treasurer 
– a position he held for 14 years. He now sits on the
Finance and General Purpose Committee.

Whilst on holiday in Tunisia last year, John decided to 
drop into our refuge at Kasserine, since – like all SPANA
supporters – he was keen to see what actually goes on at
the sharp end. “There was just one chap there when I
arrived,” says John, “but he sent word out to the mobile
clinics which were visiting the souks, and when they came
back, I was able to meet the whole team.” John was warmly
welcomed by the staff, who took him to see the animals
which were receiving treatment as in-patients, the storage
facilities and the supply of drugs. As a former Treasurer, he
was, naturally, extremely interested in the statistics as well.
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A souk in Ghardamaiou in Northern Tunisia

The refuge at Kasserine

Members of the SPANA team

“It was a really good visit, I was very impressed
with the conditions there. Everything seemed to be
in fine order, and the staff were most efficient and
very happy.”



In the countries where SPANA works, we often see wounds on
the noses of horses, mules and donkeys, due to badly designed
and ill fitting harnessing on the head. Some countries commonly
use chain nosebands. This is not to inflict pain, but because of
tradition and ignorance of a better method.

Replacing the tack with proper leather harnessing would be
best, but owners do not have the means to maintain leather
correctly. In the long term, changing the method of harnessing
is necessary, but this must be achieved with locally produced,
affordable and sustainable materials. In the meantime, SPANA
supporters can help relieve a lot of the suffering with noseband
covers. Being able to cover the nose pieces with a soft material
is hugely beneficial to the welfare of these animals.

A few years ago, many of our supporters answered our appeal
in SPANA News for noseband covers to go around chain and
other harsh material, and made them for us. We have also
continued to make them ourselves, especially our team in Syria.

Last year, a supporter asked if we could send her the “pattern”
as she and her friends were anxious to make some again. As a
result, we had articles about the nosebands in several journals,
including “Horse and Pony”. Many readers have been making
nosebands for us out of old fleeces and bits of soft, thick
material. We have also received with them several lovely letters
– I remember one in particular from a seven year old girl who
apologized for not being able to make many nosebands but 
her fleece was only small! I just hope she had asked her mother
before she cut it up! 

The nosebands are easy for me to take on my trips overseas,
as they are light and I can pack them around other essential
medicines and equipment that I am carrying – and they are very
popular with owners. We constantly need them, since they do of
course wear out, so the more we can have the better.
If you are interested in making some for us (even if just one or
two), please read these instructions:

MORE NOSEBANDS, PLEASE! 
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Karen Jones, SPANA Veterinary Director, extols the merits of properly fitted soft nosebands, and appeals for more as
they are in constant demand.

1) Washable nylon fur fabric preferred.

2) Size 11” x 4”

3) One strip of Velcro to be attached to the inside
length; another strip to be attached to the outside
of the fabric. (This is better stitched than glued
since the glue deteriorates easily in the heat.)

4) The noseband can then be attached to the bridle
by rolling it around the existing noseband (often
made with wire) and securing it with the Velcro.

A very big thank you to all our supporters who have answered
our call.

Instructions for making noseband covers.



In the village of Qusraya, around 60km from SPANA’s centre 
in Hama, an old man called Munif Fandi was awaiting the
SPANA mobile clinic on its rounds. His donkey, Shalhoup
(Flame), had been bitten in the leg by another donkey and 
was now lame. When the vehicle arrived, SPANA’s technician,
Hassan, examined the donkey and discovered that there was 
an abscess in the leg, due to the infected bite. Although the
abscess was very near the knee joint (which would have been
extremely serious), close examination revealed that it was not
yet within the joint cavity itself. Hassan clipped and cleaned
around the wound and drained the abscess, which was then
flushed to remove as much of the infected material as possible.
Shalhoup was also given injections to prevent tetanus, an
antibiotic, and extra vitamins. Mr Munif was given antiseptic 
to use around the wound each night. The SPANA team 
checked on Shalhoup each day during their rounds and
continued treatment for 2 weeks, by which time his owner 
was very pleased to have him back – working again to bring 
in the harvest.

Last winter, during a very cold period, SPANA was dealing with
many cases of colic, due to poor quality food, frozen feed and
icy drinking water. One day, a man stopped the mobile clinic
team and asked them to look at his donkey which had been not
eating or drinking that day, could no longer stand up, and was
rolling on the floor. The young female donkey, called Shambar,
was showing colic signs. On examination, she was found to
have painful spasms of the gut as well as a mild impaction of
food in the intestines. Fortunately, there was no evidence of a
twist of the intestines which would, most likely, have been fatal.
Treatment was immediately started, with pain relief by injection,
something to control the painful gut spasms, and fluids were
fed into the stomach by a naso-gastric tube. After some
minutes, the pain in her abdomen began to subside and some

time later, the impaction was passed. The owner, Mu’aed Al
Abdallah, was advised to move his donkey to an area which
was less damp and cold and to make sure that the feed and
water she was given in future was clean and not frozen. On this
occasion, SPANA was able to treat a case of colic successfully,
and advise the owner on future prevention. This prevented
Shambar’s possible death, and the subsequent economic
hardship to her family through her loss.

SPANA’s daily presence in the villages in central Syria provides
owners with a regular veterinary service; educating the owners
also means that they call us for help when they first see
problems with their donkeys, horses and mules, rather than
waiting until it is too late.
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Case studies
in Syria

SPANA’s team in Syria regularly send us photographs and updates on any interesting cases
they encounter on a daily basis. Karen Jones has summarized two of these cases, which
illustrate the work carried out in the field and show the importance of these animals to
their owners.

Hassan examining Shaloup’s knee

Dr Lena, from the SPANA mobile team, treating Shambar



Covering an area of just over 270,000
square miles, Morocco is a land of
contrasts. On one hand its coastal
resorts boast the kind of luxuries that 
are to be found in every playground 
of the rich and famous, whilst on the
other, a large section of its population
of around 30 million people live in
extreme poverty. 

Morocco’s colourful history records
invasions by the Phoenicians, the
Romans and the Byzantines, resulting in
the Berber, Arab, Jewish and Christian
cultures having learnt to live together in
an environment of tolerance. The Muslim
religion predominates, however there are
also Jewish and Christian minorities. 

Since gaining its independence from
France in 1956, Morocco has been ruled
by a Constitutional Monarch, the current
head of state being King Mohammed 
VI, who has led the country through a
series of modernising changes – both
political and economic – tackling poverty,
attracting foreign investment, easing

restrictions on the press and granting
more rights to women. 

The official language is Arabic, but
Berber is spoken by a large minority.
French is widely spoken throughout the
country, except in the northern regions,
where Spanish is more predominant.
English is also understood, particularly 
in the north and in the main tourist areas.

Morocco is famous for its imperial
cities. Fez is at the cultural and spiritual
heart of the country, whilst Meknès is
famous for its old ramparts and palaces.
On the coast are the administrative
capital, Rabat, and Casablanca, 
the economic centre of the country.
Tangiers, “the crossroads of civilisations”,
is cosmopolitan and exciting, still
attracting artists and writers, whilst in 
the south, at the foot of the magnificent
Atlas Mountains, lies the oasis town 
of Marrakech.

Contrast is a feature of Morocco’s
cities, too – each dividing into a modern
and a traditional town – or medina. The

mosque is at the heart of the medina,
and along its narrow, winding streets
you’ll find the souks, or markets – the
busiest and most fascinating places,
crammed with stalls selling traditional
clothing, embroidered fabrics, ceramics,
jewellery, wood sculptures, leatherware,
ironwork and local delicacies.

If the cultural wealth of the country 
is what you seek, you’ll want to visit 
the ancient palaces which house its
impressive museums.The collections 
are breathtaking and the richly
decorated exhibition rooms are
themselves works of art. The Dar Batha
in Fez has a room dedicated to the art
of books, and the Oudaïa museum in
Rabat has some rare pieces depicting
the history of the country from
prehistoric times to the Islamic era.

COUNTRY 
SPOTLIGHT: MOROCCO
Morocco – a destination well known amongst those who travel abroad seeking sunshine, beautiful beaches, and the
allure of a country that’s exotic, slightly mysterious and, culturally, worlds apart from our own.

The Atlas Mountains
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Several illuminated copies of the Koran
are to be found in the main museum 
in Marrakech, as are collections of
ceramics, jewellery and rare coins.
Magnificent examples of Moroccan 
arts and crafts are to be found in the 
Dar Jamai museum in Meknès. For
contemporary art, however, Tangiers 
will be your choice.

From its position on the north-western
tip of the African continent, Morocco
looks out across the Mediterranean
towards Europe in the north, and 
the Atlantic to the west, its coastline
stretching for several thousand
kilometres. The choice of beaches 
is wide – whether you’re looking for
sunbathing or surfing, a calm lagoon,
wild waves or unspoilt dunes. There are
striking geographical contrasts inland,
too. From the sands of the Sahara to the
Atlas Mountains – rising to a height 
of over 4,000 metres – to arid, rocky
plateaux, deep gorges, green valleys and
forests of cedar and cork oak, the terrain
varies widely.

In the many parks, natural reserves and
wetlands there’s a rich mix of wildlife,
although many species – lions, leopards,
cheetahs, the caracal lynx, the scimitar
horned oryx and the dama mhorr gazelle
– have all been wiped out in the last
hundred years. Amongst the indigenous
mammals that remain are the golden
jackal, the red fox, leopards and troupes
of barbary apes – which live in the
Toubkal National Park in the Middle 
Atlas range.

The bird reserves are spectacular –
particularly Merja Zerga, Sidi Boughaba
and Souss Massa, which is near Agadir.
Souss Massa has the largest flock of
Bald Ibis in the wild, and Sidi Boughaba

is on the main migratory route from
Africa to Europe – its freshwater 
lake attracting spoonbills, flamingos,
thousands of water fowl, and
endangered species like the crested 
coot and the marbled teal.

In most of these centres, we have
established an education programme,
adapting existing buildings to
accommodate classrooms for the 
local schoolchildren, teaching them 
how to care for their animals. At Sidi
Boughaba, SPANA’s education centre is
an excellent vehicle for demonstrating
that, through conservation, environmental
issues and the welfare of domestic
animals can be brought to the 
attention of a large section of the
population in Morocco. 

Kate Hosali’s last years were spent 
in Marrakech, where she fled during
World War II after Casablanca was 
badly bombed. She died there in 1944
and is buried in the local cemetery. A mobile clinic on its rounds

The lake at Sidi Boughaba – on the main 
migratory route between Africa and Europe 

A winding alleyway in the Medina

A bustling souk

A courtyard in Marrakech
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SPANA’s presence in Morocco dates 
back to 1925, when Kate Hosali
began treating donkeys in the
souks, as she’d already done in
Algeria and Tunisia. Today, SPANA’s
veterinary teams treat around
90,000 animals each year at nine
veterinary centres – in Marrakech,
Rabat, Khemisset, Kenifra, Had
Ouled Frej, Midelt, Chemaia,
Tangiers and Casablanca – and in
the souks around the country, which
are served by our mobile clinics.
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One of the most influential of these
people was Ahmed O. Mohamed Vall dit
H’Meiditt, President de l’Association pour
la Dèfense des Animaux en Mauritanie.
His tireless enthusiasm and support for
our work, coupled with his influence with
the government of Mauritania, facilitated
the establishment of our operation –
quite an unusual development in a
country like Mauritania.

SPANA is almost universally considered
to be the most effective NGO in
Mauritania – our clinic has been visited
by the Minister of Agriculture and UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan’s deputy.
The French Ambassador maintains that
high profile visitors are keen to see what
we’re doing, because we’re the only
NGO that actually achieves anything 
in Mauritania.

The Executive Director in charge of 
our operation is Mr H’Meiditt’s son, Mr
Bebaha, a businessman by profession,
who holds a ministerial position in the
Mauritanian administration. Bebaha is 
our main point of contact, keeping an
eye on the day to day running of the
clinic in Nouakchott. 

Our veterinary work is overseen by
Mohamed Ouassat, Professor of
Anatomy at the Veterinary Institute in
Morocco. He initially helped SPANA to
run a series of farriery programmes in
Nouakchott, also providing instruction 
in anatomy for the students. His fluency
in French, English and Arabic enabled
him to help us find the staff needed to
run a clinic and to put the necessary
protocols in place.

Professor Ouassat regularly makes
advisory visits – supporting the staff 
and assisting with their training and
development and has helped Diana
Hulme set up an educational programme
in the country, enlisting the services of an
extension officer and teacher,
Mohammed Babaa. 

The SPANA vet is a Mauritanian, 
Dr Lemrahbet, supported by an Animal
Health Technician, Mr Oane, four helpers
– one trained in farriery – a guardian and 
a driver.

The Nouakchott clinic was established
in 2001 and accommodates around 15
inpatients. Outlying areas are served by 
a mobile clinic. For the education

programme there’s a classroom, an
exhibition and a pond – and visits from
local schools take place three times 
a week, during which the children are
taught about animal welfare.

The main focus of our work centres 
on the 40,000 donkeys that pull the 
water carts in Nouakchott. There’s 
very little piped water in the city and 
it’s collected from various points by the
carts, and sold to householders across
the city. Each day, once the outpatients
at the clinic have been treated, the
veterinary team takes the mobile clinic 
to the water points, where Mohammed
Babaa instructs people about better 
care for their donkeys, before the 
team treats the cases. Most of the
donkeys are in good condition, despite
the fact that they feed on a mix of
cardboard and meal – however, there 
are always many wounds to treat –
inflicted by beating. We also treat the 
taxi cart horses.

Our team regularly visits Rosso, in the
south of the country, on the border with
Senegal. There we hold a clinic and
distribute bits to the taxi horses.

The managers who head up our operation in Mauritania
Mauritania is one of the most recent additions to SPANA’s operations abroad. In 2000, a French couple in Nouakchott,
Gerard and Annie Ancey – wrote to SPANA to ask whether we could do anything to improve the lives of the working
animals in the city. Jeremy Hulme flew to Mauritania to meet the Anceys, who were in a position to offer advice and
guidance, and to introduce him to the people who were able to help us establish a presence there.

Professor Ouassat (right) and Mr Ouane (centre) assess the condition of a patient Outside the refuge in Nouakchott



The Chairman of SPANA’s Board of
Trustees is appointed for a period 
of three years, and on 1st January
this year, Ian Frazer handed over 
to Professor Derek Knottenbelt.

Ian is a Chartered Accountant by
profession, and we have been extremely
fortunate to have had the benefit of his
financial wisdom and experience, as
well as the business acumen which
someone of his calibre is able to bring
to this position. These qualities have
been highly regarded by all of us who
are charged with the day to day running
of SPANA, and we’re very pleased that
Ian will remain on the Board as Vice
Chairman, so that we can continue to
benefit from the wealth of additional
knowledge and insight which he has
acquired as a Trustee of SPANA.

In the equine veterinary world, one 
of the most distinguished and popular
personalities is Derek Knottenbelt,
Professor of Equine Medicine at

Liverpool University. We are delighted 
to welcome him as the incoming
Chairman of SPANA’s Board 
of Trustees. 

Highly respected, a master of his
subject, yet friendly, down to earth 
and unassuming, Knotty (as he’s
affectionately known) has been
associated with SPANA for 4 years,
serving on the Veterinary Committee
before becoming a Trustee. He has
generously given us the benefit of his
valuable experience, his passion for the
welfare of equines and his drive to
research the diseases and conditions
that affect them. Professor Knottenbelt 
is a firm believer in the importance of
Continuing Professional Development,
and SPANA’s veterinary teams have 
been extremely fortunate to attend the
seminars and training courses over the
past year which he has held in Morocco,
Jordan, Syria, Ethiopia and Tunisia.

We look forward to three very
positive and productive years.
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Saturday, April 29th 2006 was World Veterinary Day,
and, to mark the occasion, SPANA decided to hold a
photographic competition to illustrate what we do.
All of our overseas staff – vets, technicians, education 
and administrative staff – were invited to submit
photographs which they felt best showed off SPANA’s
work. Each person could send in only one entry, which
could be about any aspect of our activities.

The response was excellent. Nearly 40 photographs arrived 
– showing many different subjects. The photos were of a high
standard, too – considering that most of our staff members 
are not very experienced at photography – and choosing the
best ones was extremely difficult. Staff at SPANA’s London
office voted for the top 10 photographs, which were displayed
at our AGM in May, and the winners were chosen by SPANA
members at the meeting.

The winning photo was from Jordan and shows 
SPANA Technician, Nidal, bottle feeding an orphan donkey
foal. Second and third prizes both went to staff members 
in Syria.

Karen Jones

PHOTO COMPETITION 
for World Veterinary Day

Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees

The Jordanian entry was the winner of the photographic competition

Professor Derek Knottenbelt

Ian Frazer
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The Forgotten Victims and Heroes of Conflict
A new exhibition, The Animals’ War, at the Imperial War
Museum in London, explores the remarkable role of
animals in conflict, from the First World War to the
present day.

It is estimated that 16 million animals served during the First
World War alone – by 1916 the warring nations had raised 103
cavalry divisions with over a million horses. Despite increasing
mechanisation and advances in technology, animals have
continued to play their part in the front line. Mules, elephants,
camels, horses and other beasts have transported men and
material in difficult terrain. 

As many of you will know, SPANA has often responded to
calls for help from people whose lives have been affected by
war. We know that in many of these situations, their working
animals are the innocent victims of conflict, and yet their
interests and welfare are so often ignored. 

Following a request for assistance, a SPANA veterinary team
was dispatched to Kosovo shortly after British troops arrived 
in the capital. We were soon treating injured and sick animals
suffering from bullet wounds and other ailments. We rescued,
treated and re-homed hundreds of stray or abandoned animals
and funded a clinic treating sick and injured farm animals. 

In Iraq, a SPANA veterinary team brought in vital veterinary
supplies, enabling sick and injured animals to be treated. 
We arranged for a vet to work amongst the farming
communities living along the Euphrates River. Farmers 
asked for our help because the veterinary infrastructure in 
the country had collapsed during the war. As you will have 
read earlier in SPANA News, we have also recently provided
help to animals caught up in the conflict in Lebanon. 

In the Abushowk refugee camp in North Darfur, many
thousands of donkeys – who had carried their owners and their
families out of a civil war – were kept alive by SPANA, when an
emergency consignment of fodder and veterinary supplies was
delivered to the area, and a building was hired for storage over
the winter months. SPANA is also training a group of local
paravets to take on the role of community animal health
workers to provide basic veterinary care for these animals. 

The Animals’ War uses photographs, film, sculptures,
memorabilia and interactive features to explore the intriguing
and often surprising stories of animals in war. The exhibition
runs at the museum until 22 April 2007, after which it will
transfer to IWM North in Manchester in summer 2007.

With a British soldier looking on, SPANA vet, Ian Dacre treats a victim of the civil
war in Kosovo 

An Australian demonstrates the docility of his camel,
Sudan, 1917. (Imperial War Museum) 

Horse-drawn water cart, Ypres 1917 (Imperial War Museum)

Jeremy Hulme, who has been involved in many of 
the emergency response missions, said:“It’s true that
following any conflict in poor countries, it’s the animals
that help people pull their lives back together again.
It’s so important to ensure that in the midst of war, they
are not forgotten, so that they can play their part in the
process of rebuilding when peace returns.”
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Gifts that raise smiles – and save lives!

How Happy Hooves Gifts work

Happy Hooves gifts make ideal birthday, anniversary
or Easter presents for people who love animals as
much as we do!

A foal’s first few weeks of life are really important. 
Just like a newborn child, they look to their mother 
for protection and care. But, imagine if they were
orphaned, with no mother to help them through their
first months of life. In the world’s poorest countries, vets
are scarce and mares often die through complications
when they give birth. Without a mother’s care, these
offspring stand very little chance of survival. 

For £25, buy the gift of round-the-clock foster 
care and give a vulnerable orphaned foal the help 
it desperately needs.

£25

Since the launch of our new Happy Hooves alternative 
gifts in September 2006, we’ve been amazed by the way they 
have captured the imagination of our supporters. We’re really
pleased to see that, like us, you’re passionate about the
health and happiness of working animals, and want to make 
a tangible difference to their welfare. 

The demand for our assistance in emergency situations has grown dramatically over the years, and we know from experience
that responding quickly is the key to saving more animals’ lives. That’s why, earlier this year, we decided to set up a new fund
that will enable us to respond immediately to future disasters where innocent animals are made victims. You'll be delighted to
know that, thanks to the generosity of our supporters, we exceeded our target of £30,000!

Saves Lives

So please, help SPANA to transform the lives of more working 
donkeys and horses who desperately need our assistance. 

Here’s an example of one of the gifts in the

Happy Hooves range... 

Little and lonely

Step 1 – Choose the perfect gift for your animal
loving friends and family from the Happy Hooves
catalogue (sent to you in October 2006) or visit the
website at www.happyhooves.org. You can order
online or, alternatively, call our order hotline on:
0870 067 0476.

Step 2 – We’ll send you a 
special gift pack to pass on 
to them on their special day. 
It includes a unique magnet, 
so they can display their Happy 
Hooves gift card on the fridge 
to remind them of the animals 
they are helping.

Step 3 – The money we receive from the sale of
these gifts is used to purchase vital veterinary
medicines, equipment and education materials that
will improve the lives of working horses and
donkeys and help educate their owners on how to
care for them. From hardworking donkeys pulling
carts on busy roads in Morocco to abandoned foals
in Jordan, you will help SPANA to improve the lives
of working animals in some of the poorest countries
in the world. Furthermore, those who receive these
gifts will know that they will make a real difference
to the quality of life of these animals, ensuring that
they can continue to work for the communities that
rely on them.

Every Happy Hooves gift featured is a real item or service utilised by our vets and education staff in the field. To enable us to respond effectively to the varying
needs of working animals and the communities that rely on them, these gifts are examples of what may be purchased. The money raised from this initiative will 
be used to fund vital veterinary medicines, equipment and services appropriate to the specific needs of animals in each of the countries where SPANA operates. 



When supporters remember us in their Will, they make a special promise. They
promise to help SPANA treat working animals for as long as they need it. They vow
to help us teach owners how to care for their donkeys and horses, and they pledge
to change outdated attitudes that have been ingrained for generations. As a result,
caring people like you can be remembered as having helped to make the world a
better place for working animals.

No gift too small
A legacy doesn’t have to be huge. It may sound like a big gift, but no gift is too small
to be valuable to us. If you’re able to include us in your Will, you’ll have the comfort 
of knowing that your generosity will continue to help sick and injured animals well into
the future.

To those of you who have already agreed to leave us a gift in your Will, thank you! If
you have done so, or intend to, please let us know so that we can avoid sending you
information that is not relevant – thereby saving unnecessary administration costs and
enabling us to spend more on the animals.
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We have been contacted by many of
our supporters about making a change
to their Will without having to re-write
the whole thing.

Minor amendments to a Will can be
made easily by filing out a short form
called a Codicil. The Codicil records
any new wishes that you want to

incorporate and should be signed 
in the presence of two witnesses 
who should not be beneficiaries. The
Codicil is then stored with your Will.
You may wish to check to see if
storing the Codicil will incur a charge. 

If you have any significant changes 
to make to your Will, it is advisable to

write a new one, otherwise please let
us know if you would like a copy of
our new Codicil form.

We do appreciate that legacies are 
a sensitive subject, so if you would
rather not receive information about
leaving SPANA a Gift in your Will,
please do let us know. 

You’re doing a really wonderful job. It’s amazing to see how SPANA’s work has grown over the years. I love reading about how 
your projects are helping animals and people alike and, like you, I believe that the education of future generations of animal 
owners is essential – that’s why i’m leaving Spana a gift in my will. I shall continue to do all I can to support your efforts – I only wish
I could do more! Mrs J Morrant, Devon 

Many thanks for the recent photo, it really helps to see for yourself the difference SPANA is making. I think that what you are doing
is incredible and wonderful. To educate children in the care and respect of animals will transform the world – I know my bequest will
help to do this. Mrs J Bunnett, Bristol

The ill treatment and neglect of the poor creatures you care for break my heart. I admire you all so much for the work you do, 
and thank you all. My only regret is that I cannot afford to help you more – but I know that every gift helps.
Mrs M Haworth, Merseyside

When SPANA held a picnic 
for children from a local
Jordanian orphanage, most 
of them had never touched 
an animal before.To see the
wonder and pure joy on their
faces was, for me, inspirational!”
Jeremy Hulme

MAKE A PROMISE
TO HELP WORKING ANIMALS 
FOR YEARS TO COME

Making your Will
If you would like our simple guide to making a Will, please fill in the form on the back of the address sheet and
return it in the freepost envelope enclosed.

Amending your Will – Codicils 



For every holiday booking they receive,
Walks Worldwide make a donation to
SPANA of 7.5% of the cost of the
holiday – even if that booking isn’t for
one of ‘our’ countries. To date, SPANA
has received over £7,000 in donations
for bookings made, which is a
tremendous achievement, so if you
book a tour with Walks Worldwide, not
only do you have a great holiday, you’re
also helping SPANA.

Following the very successful
Supporters’ Tour of May 2006, Walks
Worldwide are again working with 
SPANA to organise another in Morocco,
from 3rd to 8th May, 2007. This will give
supporters a unique opportunity to see
and experience the work of SPANA at
first hand – combined with the glamour
and excitement of Marrakech, the high
Atlas Mountains and the surrounding
countryside.

You’ll be taken to see a SPANA mobile
clinic at work in a country souk – where
little has changed for a thousand years.
You’ll visit the SPANA hospitals in
bustling Marrakech, as well as in the little
country town of Chemaia, and then on

the final day you’ll travel up to Imlil, a hill
village in the fabulous High Atlas
Mountains, nestling under Mount Toubkal
– ‘The Mountain that Roars’ as the local
Berbers call it. There we treat the mules
of the region, and once a year present
prizes to the best kept animals. You’ll
even have a chance to ride them, or
make a short trek on foot around the hills
above the village.

There is also the opportunity to extend
this trip, either to make a foot-trek
through the foothills from Imlil to
Oukaimden, or by mini bus across the
mountains to Ouarzazate and right out
into the Sahara desert at Zagora. 

Both these extra trips return to the UK
on 12th May – please contact us for
more details and prices.

www.spana.org supporters 25

Supporters’ Tour to Morocco 2007
A big thank you to Walks Worldwide who are again organising our Supporters’Tour to
Morocco this year!

On the way to Imlil

Mother and foal outside the refuge at Midelt

The Caléche competition in Marrakech

The price for the tour – 
5 nights at the beautiful
Hotel Kenzi Farah – is £730
per person, with a single
supplement of £130.



Catriona at the top
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SUPPORTERS’ WORLD

A new member of the SPANA team – Aaron Reid Meet Aaron Reid – 
SPANA’s new receptionist and volunteer co-ordinator
As our new receptionist, Aaron soon realised the importance to
SPANA’s supporters of the work that we do. Aaron says that one 
of the first things that struck him was the enthusiasm and passion 
of the people he speaks to. 

‘It’s wonderful to meet so many people who share my
commitment to animal welfare, and that’s one of the 
reasons I was drawn to this role,’ he explains.

Aaron points out that, while people aren’t always able to donate
money towards our work, they can make a real difference in many 
other ways. ‘I’d be delighted to hear from anyone who wishes to 
help SPANA raise funds to save the lives of working animals abroad’. 

The vets enjoy a well-deserved rest!

A big thank you to Mrs Jasmine Hall
(from Plymouth), and her helpers, for organising a fun event
which they called ‘Boogie in the Barn’. Between them they
raised an amazing £2100, and from what we hear, they had a
huge amount of fun doing it!

When Mr and Mrs Hay got married in Sandwich, they
asked their guests to donate money to SPANA in lieu of
wedding gifts. They donated a fantastic £110. 

Thank you and congratulations!

Catriona Boardman is an unusual 11 year old. Determined
to raise funds to support SPANA’s work, she set herself the
challenge of walking the 434 metres up Falkland Hill in Fife,
carrying a rucksack full of rocks, in sympathy with the heavy
loads carried by many working donkeys. 

Catriona raised £141.50 through sponsorship from
friends, family and her school. Thank you for being 
an inspiration to all of us.

Our grateful thanks go to Mr Paul Westcott who has 
now taken over from Miss Webb the processing and selling
of your used stamps. Miss Webb will, however, continue to
accept postcards. In future, please send your used stamps 
to: Mr P. Westcott, 262 High Street, Eastleigh, Hampshire, 
SO50 5NA, and include your name and address.

Richard Coomer and Graham Hayes, from Wirral 
in Cheshire, cycled from Land’s End to John O’Groats to raise
money for SPANA. Richard was a previous veterinary volunteer
for SPANA in Morocco, and had first-hand awareness of the
plight of horses there, as well as the need for continued 
financial support.

The pair cycled 1068 miles over 2 weeks and raised 
an amazing £750 for SPANA.They and SPANA wish to
thank their friends, acquaintances, colleagues and the
many clients of the Leahurst Equine Practice on the
Wirral, who gave so generously in sponsorship.
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THE SPANA STORY
Nina Hosali 

SPANA was founded on the compassion and commitment of two British women.

During a visit to North Africa in 1921, Mrs Frances Kate Hosali and her 
daughter, Nina, were appalled by the suffering of so many pack animals 
– caused not necessarily by cruelty, but mainly by poverty, neglect, ignorance
and superstition.

On their return to Britain, they resolved to do something positive, and in 
1923 they established The Society for the Protection of Animals in North Africa. 
On Kate Hosali’s return to Algeria that year, she set about treating donkeys and
horses in the souks (markets) and fondouks (enclosures for pack animals) and,
despite an atmosphere of scorn and cynicism, she soon won the friendship and
respect of the local people.

In Britain, support for her project was growing, and by 1939, free treatment
centres had been set up in twenty locations in Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco, 
where Kate Hosali died in 1944. Her work was carried on by her daughter, Nina,
who was actively involved in SPANA’s management until 1984.

Over 80 years later, SPANA’s activities have extended into eight countries across
North, West and East Africa, and in the Middle East. Now known as The Society 
for the Protection of Animals Abroad, SPANA has established veterinary and
educational programmes in each of these countries, has a number of outreach
programmes around the world and responds to emergencies where animals 
suffer as a result of crisis, war or natural disasters. 

Friday 25th and Saturday 26th May 2007
Roger Straughan has organised a two-day collection at
Sainsbury’s in Newbury. To offer your assistance, please 
contact him on 01635 578 393.

Saturday 30th June 2007 
– SPANA Summer Party on the Thames

We are delighted to announce the return of
the SPANA boat party, an opportunity for you
to enjoy a lunch and conversation with SPANA
staff and overseas Directors. Tickets are £15
and will be sold on a “first-come, first-served”
basis. For further details, please contact Aaron 
Reid or send payment, with your contact
details, to the usual address.

Visit www.spana.org for more events in your local area.

DIARY DATES
True Telecom update 

In the SPANA Bulletin last September, we told 
you how you could save money on your phone 
bill and make money for SPANA at the same time.
Unfortunately, due to circumstances outside of our
control, we are sorry to report that this scheme was
withdrawn shortly afterwards. We hope you won’t be
too disappointed, and promise to keep looking for
new ways for you to help us treat more working
animals – without costing you a penny.

If you would like to act as a
SPANA representative in your
area, then we’d love to hear
from you. 

This role won’t require a financial
commitment, but will be an
opportunity for you to spend time
with other SPANA supporters and
organise fundraising events from 
time to time. If you would like to 
be a named contact, and be happy 
for us to give your details to fellow
supporters in your area, then please
contact Aaron on 020 7831 3999.
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SPANA IN ACTION
SPANA is active in 8 countries – in Africa and the Middle East – where it runs 19 veterinary centres and 21 mobile
clinics which reach animals in markets, villages and remote places. SPANA’s outreach programme is designed to offer
financial help, advice and support, on a short-term basis, for small-scale animal projects around the world, delivered
through locally-based organisations. For more details see inside back cover.
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Algeria Established 1924
1 Centre

Mr Sais Bahri, SPANA, 
Place du Marché, Touggourt
Tel: 00 213 29 68 15 56

Morocco Established 1925
9 Centres 9 Mobile Clinics

Director SPANA Maroc: Pr. A Belemlih
Technical Director: Michael Crane MRCVS,
41 Lot.Zohra, Harhoura, 
12000 Temara
Tel: 00 212 3 774 7209
e-mail: spana@spana.org.ma
www.spana.org.ma

Tunisia Established 1925
3 Centres 3 Mobile Clinics

Director: Dr M A Abrougui
ATPNE, 12 Rue Tantaoui El Jawahiri, 
El Omrane 1005, Tunis
Tel: 00 216 71 288 041, e-mail:
mohamedali.abrougui@atpne.org.tn 

Jordan Established 1987
2 Centres 2 Mobile Clinics

Director: Dr Mustafa Ghazi
P O Box 141 697, Amman 11814
Tel: 00 962 6 586 5451
e-mail: jspa@go.com.jo

Syria Established 1994
1 Centre 3 Mobile Clinics

Director: Dr Darem Tabbaa
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, 
Al Baath University, Hama
Tel: 00 963 33 512 640
e-mail: spana@net.sy

Mali Established 1996
1 Centre 1 Mobile Clinic

Director: Dr Amadou Doumbia
SPANA, Rue 77, Porte 54, 
Badalabougou, Bamako
Tel: 00 223 222 2644
e-mail: spana@cefib.com

Mauritania Established 2001
1 Centre 1 Mobile Clinic

President: Mr H’meiditt
Veterinary Advisor: Prof. Ouassat
ADAM/SPANA, BP 4221, Nouakchott 
Mauritania, Tel: 00 222 525 13 21
e-mail: mvall@toptechnology.mr

Ethiopia Established 2003
1 Centre 2 Mobile Clinics

Director: Dr Feseha Gebreab
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, 
Addis Ababa University,
Debre Zeit Tel: 00 251 114 33 70 56              
e-mail: spana.org@ethionet.et 

SPANA Centres & Mobile Clinics

Kenya
Cameroon

Brazil

Romania

We value the loyalty of our existing supporters and
would like to keep you informed of our international
welfare work and fundraising activities. If, however,
you do not wish to receive further information from
SPANA, please contact us at the address below.

Key to activities

SPANA Centres

Emergencies

Outreach Programmes

Past Projects


